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Thurgood Marshall's extraordinary contribution to civil rights and overcoming racism is more topical than
ever, as the national debate on race and the overturning of affirmative action policies make headlines
nationwide. Howard Ball, author of eighteen books on the Supreme Court and the federal judiciary, has done
copious research for this incisive biography to present an authoritative portrait of Marshall the jurist.

Born to a middle-class black family in "Jim Crow" Baltimore at the turn of the century, Marshall's race
informed his worldview from an early age. He was rejected by the University of Maryland Law School
because of the color of his skin. He then attended Howard University's Law School, where his racial
consciousness was awakened by the brilliant lawyer and activist Charlie Houston. Marshall suddenly knew
what he wanted to be: a civil rights lawyer, one of Houston's "social engineers." As the chief attorney for the
NAACP, he developed the strategy for the legal challenge to racial discrimination. His soaring achievements
and his lasting impact on the nation's legal system--as the NAACP's advocate, as a federal appeals court
judge, as President Lyndon Johnson's solicitor general, and finally as the first African American Supreme
Court Justice--are symbolized by Brown v. Board of Education, the landmark case that ended legal
segregation in public schools.

Using race as the defining theme, Ball spotlights Marshall's genius in working within the legal system to
further his lifelong commitment to racial equality. With the help of numerous, previously unpublished
sources, Ball presents a lucid account of Marshall's illustrious career and his historic impact on American
civil rights.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Slawson:

Here thing why that A Defiant Life: Thurgood Marshall and the Persistence of Racism in America are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of it
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. A Defiant Life: Thurgood Marshall and the Persistence
of Racism in America giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but
there is no publication that similar with A Defiant Life: Thurgood Marshall and the Persistence of Racism in
America. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in
the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area,
café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book
maybe the form of A Defiant Life: Thurgood Marshall and the Persistence of Racism in America in e-book
can be your substitute.

Maria Freeman:

The knowledge that you get from A Defiant Life: Thurgood Marshall and the Persistence of Racism in
America is the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but A Defiant Life: Thurgood Marshall and the
Persistence of Racism in America giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point
in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this e-
book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it
easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this specific A Defiant Life: Thurgood Marshall and the Persistence of Racism in America instantly.

Phyllis Force:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this A Defiant Life: Thurgood Marshall and
the Persistence of Racism in America reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty A Defiant Life:
Thurgood Marshall and the Persistence of Racism in America as good book not merely by the cover but also
through the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Jerry Brower:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book A Defiant Life: Thurgood Marshall
and the Persistence of Racism in America to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading



expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read
it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide
open a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book A Defiant Life: Thurgood Marshall and the Persistence
of Racism in America can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of that time.
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