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Beating Goliath examines the phenomenon of victories by the weak over the strong—more specifically,
insurgencies that succeeded against great powers. Jeffrey Record reviews eleven insurgent wars from 1775 to
the present and determines why the seemingly weaker side won. He concludes that external assistance
correlates more consistently with insurgent success than any other explanation. He does not disparage the
critical importance of will, strategy, and strong-side regime type or suggest that external assistance
guarantees success. Indeed, in all cases, some combination of these factors is usually present. But Record
finds few if any cases of unassisted insurgent victories except against the most decrepit regimes.

Having identified the ingredients of insurgent success, Record examines the present insurgency in Iraq and
whether the United States can win. In so doing, Record employs a comparative analysis of the Vietnam War
and the Iraq War. He also identifies and assesses the influence of distinctive features of the American way of
war on the U.S. forces’ performance against the Iraqi insurgency.

Make no mistake: insurgent victories are the exception, not the rule. But when David does beat Goliath, the
consequences can be earth shattering and change the course of history. Jeffrey Record’s persuasive logic and
clear writing make this timely book a must read for scholars, policymakers, military strategists, and anyone
interested in the Iraq War’s outcome.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Hemming:

The actual book Beating Goliath: Why Insurgencies Win will bring you to definitely the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this
book very ideal to you. The book Beating Goliath: Why Insurgencies Win is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Joy Hutchinson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Beating Goliath: Why Insurgencies Win, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Juli Gadberry:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer can be Beating Goliath: Why Insurgencies Win why because the great cover that
make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.

Jonathan Hickman:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top collection in your reading list is actually Beating Goliath: Why Insurgencies Win. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward
and review this book you can get many advantages.
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