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While American national security policy has grown more interventionist since the Cold War, Washington
has also hoped to shape the world on the cheap. Misled by the stunning success against Iraq in 1991,
administrations of both parties have pursued ambitious aims with limited force, committing the country's
military frequently yet often hesitantly, with inconsistent justification. These ventures have produced
strategic confusion, unplanned entanglements, and indecisive results. This collection of essays by Richard K.
Betts, a leading international politics scholar, investigates the use of American force since the end of the
Cold War, suggesting guidelines for making it more selective and successful.

Betts brings his extensive knowledge of twentieth century American diplomatic and military history to bear
on the full range of theory and practice in national security, surveying the Cold War roots of recent initiatives
and arguing that U.S. policy has always been more unilateral than liberal theorists claim. He exposes
mistakes made by humanitarian interventions and peace operations; reviews the issues raised by terrorism
and the use of modern nuclear, biological, and cyber weapons; evaluates the case for preventive war, which
almost always proves wrong; weighs the lessons learned from campaigns in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Vietnam;
assesses the rise of China and the resurgence of Russia; quells concerns about civil-military relations;
exposes anomalies within recent defense budgets; and confronts the practical barriers to effective strategy.
Betts ultimately argues for greater caution and restraint, while encouraging more decisive action when force
is required, and he recommends a more dispassionate assessment of national security interests, even in the
face of global instability and unfamiliar threats.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Kelly:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide American Force: Dangers, Delusions, and
Dilemmas in National Security (A Council on Foreign Relations Book) will make you to become smarter.
You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that
will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought
like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

John McKenzie:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that
question because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of American Force: Dangers,
Delusions, and Dilemmas in National Security (A Council on Foreign Relations Book) to read.

Tina Alley:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This American Force: Dangers, Delusions, and Dilemmas in
National Security (A Council on Foreign Relations Book) book is readable by simply you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving
even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with American Force:
Dangers, Delusions, and Dilemmas in National Security (A Council on Foreign Relations Book) content
conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking American Force: Dangers,
Delusions, and Dilemmas in National Security (A Council on Foreign Relations Book) is not loveable to be
your top checklist reading book?

Todd Lyons:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill
your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you



should read. If you want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled American Force: Dangers,
Delusions, and Dilemmas in National Security (A Council on Foreign Relations Book) can be very good
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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