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Most studies of Puerto Rico’s relations with the United States have focused on the sugar industry, recounting
a tale of victimization and imperial abuse driven by the interests of U.S. sugar companies. But inPuerto
Ricans in the Empire, Teresita A. Levy looks at a different agricultural sector, tobacco growing, and tells a
story in which Puerto Ricans challenged U.S. officials and fought successfully for legislation that benefited
the island.

Levy describes how small-scale, politically involved, independent landowners grew most of the tobacco in
Puerto Rico. She shows how, to gain access to political power, tobacco farmers joined local agricultural
leagues and the leading farmers’ association, the Asociación de Agricultores Puertorriqueños (AAP).
Through their affiliation with the AAP, they successfully lobbied U.S. administrators in San Juan and
Washington, participated in government-sponsored agricultural programs, solicited agricultural credit from
governmental sources, and sought scientific education in a variety of public programs, all to boost their share
of the tobacco-leaf market in the United States. By their own efforts, Levy argues, Puerto Ricans demanded
and won inclusion in the empire, in terms that were defined not only by the colonial power, but also by the
colonized.

The relationship between Puerto Rico and the United States was undoubtedly colonial in nature, but,
as Puerto Ricans in the Empire shows, it was not unilateral. It was a dynamic, elastic, and ever-changing
interaction, where Puerto Ricans actively participated in the economic and political processes of a negotiated
empire.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Numbers:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Puerto Ricans in the
Empire: Tobacco Growers and U.S. Colonialism. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Adela Valenti:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Puerto Ricans in the Empire: Tobacco
Growers and U.S. Colonialism book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Lisa Lee:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer may be Puerto Ricans in the Empire: Tobacco Growers and U.S. Colonialism why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Donna Canales:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra
Puerto Ricans in the Empire: Tobacco Growers and U.S. Colonialism.
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