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Winner of the 2015 Benjamin Franklin Silver Award!

In the West, Islam has replaced Communism as the new bugbear, while Sufism, Islam's mystical dimension,
is often dismissed as the delusions of an irrational and backward people. Ken Lizzio corrects such
misperceptions in this firsthand account of the year he spent in 1991 living with the head of the Naqshbandis,
Afghanistan's largest Sufi order. He presents the order in all its dimensions--social, economic, political, and
spiritual--at a pivotal moment in history. He also gives a rare glimpse of everyday life in an Afghan Sufi
school and of how the school has coped with the upheavals in its country.

Poignantly, the Naqshbandi way of life faces threats to its very existence. One threat lies in the creeping
secularization of Islamic society, another in the dismissal of Sufism by various fundamentalist Islamic sects
claiming the franchise on truth. But historically, Lizzio points out, Sufism has always been Islam's
wellspring for spiritual revival. And because Sufis deal in matters that transcend time and cultures, they help
outsiders understand not only the true nature of Islam, but the deeper meaning of all religions. The sound of
that meaning echoes throughout this eloquent and fascinating memoir.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Wright:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if
you want experience happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular
Embattled Saints: My Year with the Sufis of Afghanistan is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Stacey Williams:

Embattled Saints: My Year with the Sufis of Afghanistan can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Embattled Saints:
My Year with the Sufis of Afghanistan but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and
also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Martin Herrin:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Embattled Saints: My Year with the Sufis
of Afghanistan is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon.
If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier
to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Annie Rose:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. On
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying
to find the Embattled Saints: My Year with the Sufis of Afghanistan when you essential it?
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