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Exploring the hero's journey as a metaphor for spiritual evolution in The Epic of Gilgamesh, Homer's Iliad,
and Virgil's Aeneid, and focusing in particular on the relationship of the hero to one or more "second selves,"
or alter egos, Van Nortwick demonstrates how the poems address central and enduring truths about human
life: that the exertion of heroic will in pursuit of glory can lead to alienation from one's own deepest self and
that spiritual wholeness can only be achieved through confrontation with what appears at first to be the very
negation of the self. Though addressing issues of interest to classical scholars the book offers an
interpretation of the poems which is accessible to students and to others interested in how imaginative
constructs reflect life. Because the hero's journey forms the backbone of each poem, the discussion also
serves as an introduction to the central themes and historical evolution of ancient epic. An extensive
annotated list of sources suggests avenues for further exploration of the ideas raised in the book, and a
bibliographical essay aimed at scholars discusses relationship of the book's argument to previous scholarship
on the poems.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Hegarty:

This Somewhere I Have Never Travelled: The Second Self and the Hero's Journey in Ancient Epic book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading
this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Somewhere I Have Never Travelled: The
Second Self and the Hero's Journey in Ancient Epic without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Somewhere I Have Never Travelled: The
Second Self and the Hero's Journey in Ancient Epic can bring whenever you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This
Somewhere I Have Never Travelled: The Second Self and the Hero's Journey in Ancient Epic having very
good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Rodney Bryant:

This book untitled Somewhere I Have Never Travelled: The Second Self and the Hero's Journey in Ancient
Epic to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or
you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements
to past this guide from your list.

Robert Goddard:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
large amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is definitely Somewhere I Have Never Travelled: The Second Self and the Hero's
Journey in Ancient Epic.

Marcus Huskins:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just in search of the Somewhere I Have Never Travelled: The Second Self and the Hero's Journey



in Ancient Epic when you essential it?
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