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From Spears and Blowpipe Darts to the Ultimate Human-Powered Projectile

The arrow, essentially a specialized spear, is among the most ancient human inventions and can be found in
cultures throughout the world. The need to launch a projectile farther and with greater accuracy thanis
possible with the human arm gave rise to avariety of solutions. Spearthrowers which extend the length of the
user’s arm and therefore transfer greater power to the projectile were developed far back in prehistory, and
both the American Indian atlatl and the Australian woomera are examples of this technology. Blowpipes,

too, are recorded in various cultures and represent another ancient technology. It was soon discovered that a
stringed bow could launch a small spearlike projectile we now know as the arrow, and this combination
became the dominant method for shooting projectiles for tens of thousands of years. A wonderfully simple
device, the arrow and bow revolutionized both hunting and warfare, not only because of the speed, force, and
accuracy that could be achieved, but by the fact that the arrow makes almost no sound asit flies toward its
target, providing an essential element of surprise.

In Straight and True: A Select History of the Arrow, Hugh D. H. Soar describes the transition from hand-
thrown spear to bow-launched arrow and then follows the arrow’ s developments in cultures around the world
and across time. The book describes arrows found in Neolithic sites; those used by North and South
American Indians—including a detailed discussion of poison-tipped arrows; arrows used in China, Japan,
and Mongolia; and finally the arrow in Europe, where it was successfully paired with the longbow during the
Middle Ages. After discussing the development of the arrow for sport and recreation, the author completes
his survey with the changes in technology introduced during the twentieth century though the use of the alloy
of aluminum with other lightweight metals as well as synthetic materials to construct parts of the arrow.
Relying on his considerable knowledge accumul ated through decades of research, the author provides the
reader with an appreciation for a humble device that, coupled with the bow, changed the history of the world.
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From reader reviews:
Anna Maples:

This Straight and True: A Select History of the Arrow book is not really ordinary book, you haveit then the
world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read alot of information you will
get. This Straight and True: A Select History of the Arrow without we comprehend teach the one who
reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Straight and True: A
Select History of the Arrow can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves become
full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Straight and True: A Select
History of the Arrow having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Stephen Hancock:

This Straight and True: A Select History of the Arrow usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Straight and True: A Select History of the Arrow can be one
of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with
information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just
about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Straight
and True: A Select History of the Arrow forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So, let's have it
and enjoy reading.

Elvia Ecklund:

This book untitled Straight and True: A Select History of the Arrow to be one of several books that best
seller in thisyear, that's because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit uponit. You will easily
to buy that book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there
iS no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Jesse Mansdll:

Precisely why? Because this Straight and True: A Select History of the Arrow is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will
give you alot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
approach. So, still want to postpone having that book? If | were being you | will go to the guide store
hurriedly.
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