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Reinaldo Arenas Fuentes (1943-1990) was a novelist, poet, playwright, essayist, and short story writer
considered by many as one of the most eloquent and daring literary figures of his generation. Some of his
most known works include the five novel series known as the Pentagony (Pentagonía): Celestino antes del
alba, El palacio de las blanquísimas mofetas, Otra vez el mar, El color del verano o el jardín de las delicias,
and El as alto. Other literary works by Arenas include El central, Voluntad de vivir manifestándose, La vieja
Rosa, Arturo, la estrella más brillante, El mundo alucinante, Adios a mamá, Antes que anochezca: una
autobiografía and his one act plays Persecución: cinco piezas de teatro experimental. The themes he explored
in his writing ran counter to what Fidel Castro and the revolutionary regime expected from its intellectual
citizens. While Castro wanted everyone that wished to be published on the island to succumb to the ideals of
the revolution, to promote them in their works, Arenas refused because he believed in the artistic freedom of
expression. While he began his adolescence in support of the rebels that were fighting against Fulgencio
Batista's dictatorship, he began attacking the revolution when the institutionalized persecution of
homosexuals began in Cuba. The research that has been done on Reinaldo Arenas has often focused on his
sexuality and his opposition to the revolution. Hundreds of articles have dealt with either specific literary
works or themes present in his writing, either using Queer Theory or more traditional literary analysis.
However, none have focused on the idea that Arenas could be considered a postcolonial writer since there is
a question as to whether that particular theoretical approach can be applied to that region. A study of the
relationship between a writer such as Arenas, who refused to conform to the idea that the individual had to
become part of a larger collective, and the iconic image of Caliban as he has been appropriated by many
Latin American scholars and activists, is necessary to understand the conditions under which many
marginalized groups lived whether we are referring to Cuba or any other Latin American country. This is the
first critical study of Reinaldo Arenas from a postcolonial venue. It seeks to find the commonalities that exist
between Arenas and the image of Caliban which first appeared in William Shakespeare's The Tempest. The
focus is to show how the appropriation of this seventeenth-century image of the New World native can be
used to understand the goals of Arenas' writing: to counter attack the regime's goals and false promises
which fueled his desire to create a literary counter-discourse that promoted freedom of expression and
assertion of an identity separate from that expected by Cuban revolutionary society. Arenas' characters
represent imperialistic influences in Cuba that opposed the regime's demands upon expected literary support
of their agenda: not only because his characters could be interpreted as a form of mimesis of the treatment
various individuals endured on the island, but also because Arenas' messages opposed the ideals of the
Revolution. As homosexuality became marginalized and discrimination of homosexuals became
institutionalized, Arenas' writing transgressed the expected silence by graphically describing his life, and
particularly his sexual adventures and voracity. At the same time, his writings reflect a search for his identity
and authorial voice. The arguments in this book focus on a discussion of Reinaldo Arenas' struggle against
censorship focused precisely on reestablishing the individual the regime hopes to reeducate. The author's
motivations for interpolating his writing at the root of the very society that denies him an existence can be
equated to postcolonial discourse. This book is of interest to areas such as Latin American studies and
postcolonial studies.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Whittington:

This Reinaldo Arenas, Caliban, and Postcolonial Discourse book is simply not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside
this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Reinaldo Arenas, Caliban, and Postcolonial Discourse without we
know teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry
Reinaldo Arenas, Caliban, and Postcolonial Discourse can bring if you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Reinaldo
Arenas, Caliban, and Postcolonial Discourse having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
really feel uninterested in reading.

Lucas Florio:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you actually
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Reinaldo Arenas, Caliban, and Postcolonial
Discourse is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Timothy Reed:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is
look different you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book Reinaldo Arenas, Caliban, and Postcolonial
Discourse it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book.
They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can
buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book features high quality.

Ana May:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more
time to be learn. Reinaldo Arenas, Caliban, and Postcolonial Discourse can be your answer as it can be read
by you actually who have those short extra time problems.
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