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In 1957, Eugene Smith, a thirty-eight-year-old magazine photographer, walked out of his comfortable settled
world—his longtime well-paying job at Life and the home he shared with his wife and four children in
Croton-on-Hudson, New Y ork—to move into a dilapidated, five-story loft building at 821 Sixth Avenue
(between Twenty-eighth and Twenty-ninth streets) in New Y ork City’ s wholesale flower district. Smith was
trying to complete the most ambitious project of hislife, a massive photo-essay on the city of Pittsburgh.

821 Sixth Avenue was a late-night haunt of musicians, including some of the biggest names in jazz—Charles
Mingus, Zoot Sims, Bill Evans, and Thelonious Monk among them—and countless fascinating, underground
characters. As his ambitions broke down for his quixotic Pittsburgh opus, Smith found solace in the chaotic,
somnambulistic world of the loft and its artists. He turned his documentary impulses away from Pittsburgh
and toward his offbeat new surroundings.

From 1957 to 1965, Smith exposed 1,447 rolls of film at hisloft, making roughly 40,000 pictures, the largest
body of work in his career, photographing the nocturnal jazz scene as well aslife on the streets of the flower
district, as seen from his fourth-floor window. He wired the building like a surreptitious recording studio and
made 1,740 reels (4,000 hours) of stereo and mono audiotapes, capturing more than 300 musicians, among
them Roy Haynes, Sonny Roallins, Bill Evans, Roland Kirk, Alice Coltrane, Don Cherry, and Paul Bley. He
recorded, aswell, legends such as pianists Eddie Costa, and Sonny Clark, drummers Ronnie Free and Edgar
Bateman, saxophonist Lin Halliday, bassist Henry Grimes, and multi-instrumentalist Eddie Listengart.

Also dropping in on the nighttime scene were the likes of Doris Duke, Norman Mailer, Diane Arbus, Robert
Frank, Henri Cartier-Bresson, and Salvador Dali, as well as pimps, prostitutes, drug addicts, thieves,
photography students, local cops, building inspectors, marijuana dealers, and others.

Sam Stephenson discovered Smith’ s jazz |oft photographs and tapes eleven years ago and has spent the last
seven years catal oging, archiving, selecting, and editing Smith’s materials for this book, as well aswriting its
introduction and the text interwoven throughout.

W. Eugene Smith’'s Jazz L oft Project has been legendary in the worlds of art, photography, and music for
more than forty years, but until the publication of The Jazz Loft Project, no one had seen Smith’s
extraordinary photographs or read any of the firsthand accounts of those who were there and lived to tell the

tale(s) . ..
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From reader reviews:
Douglas L everette:

The publication untitled The Jazz L oft Project: Photographs and Tapes of W. Eugene Smith from 821 Sixth
Avenue, 1957-1965 is the e-book that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book
content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The author was did alot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of The Jazz L oft Project:
Photographs and Tapes of W. Eugene Smith from 821 Sixth Avenue, 1957-1965 from the publisher to make
you far more enjoy freetime.

Sherry Clark:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle aways try and and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not only arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
actually The Jazz Loft Project: Photographs and Tapes of W. Eugene Smith from 821 Sixth Avenue, 1957-
1965.

Maryellen Tilley:

The Jazz L oft Project: Photographs and Tapes of W. Eugene Smith from 821 Sixth Avenue, 1957-1965 can
be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonethel ess delivering the information. The article writer giving hisher effort to put every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing The Jazz Loft Project: Photographs and Tapes of W. Eugene Smith from
821 Sixth Avenue, 1957-1965 nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well
as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may
drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Nicholas Riley:

Y ou can spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This The Jazz Loft Project: Photographs and
Tapes of W. Eugene Smith from 821 Sixth Avenue, 1957-1965 is simple to deliver you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed
book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in
your smart phone. Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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