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Historians typically single out the hundred-year period from about 1050 to 1150 as the pivotal moment in the
history of the Latin Church, for it was then that the Gregorian Reform movement established the
ecclesiastical structure that would ensure Rome's dominance throughout the Middle Ages and beyond. In
Before the Gregorian Reform John Howe challenges this familiar narrative by examining earlier, "pre-
Gregorian” reform efforts within the Church. He finds that they were more extensive and widespread than
previously thought and that they actually established afoundation for the subsequent Gregorian Reform
movement.

The low point in the history of Christendom came in the late ninth and early tenth centuries?a period when
much of Europe was overwhelmed by barbarian raids and widespread civil disorder, which left the Churchin
astate of disarray. As Howe shows, however, the destruction gave rise to creativity. Aristocrats and
churchmen rebuilt churches and constructed new ones, competing against each other so that church building,
like castle building, acquired its own momentum. Patrons strove to improve ecclesiastical furnishings,
liturgy, and spirituality. Schools were constructed to staff the new churches. Moreover, Howe shows that
these reform efforts paralleled broader economic, social, and cultural trends in Western Europe including the
revival of long-distance trade, the rise of technology, and the emergence of feudal lordship. The result was
that by the mid-eleventh century a wealthy, unified, better-organized, better-educated, more spiritually
sensitive Latin Church was assuming a leading place in the broader Christian world.

Before the Gregorian Reform challenges us to rethink the history of the Church and its place in the broader
narrative of European history. Compellingly written and generoudly illustrated, it is a book for all
medievalists aswell as general readers interested in the Middle Ages and Church history.
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From reader reviews:
Dora Bair:

A lot of people aways spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read any book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day
to reading a e-book. The book Before the Gregorian Reform: The Latin Church at the Turn of the First
Millennium it is rather good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the
e-book. Y ou can mOore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this
book has high quality.

David Otten:

Isit you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Before the Gregorian Reform: The
Latin Church at the Turn of the First Millennium can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know.
Y ou are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new erais common not a geek activity.
So what these guides have than the others?

Karen Nash:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Before the Gregorian Reform: The Latin Church at the
Turn of the First Millennium was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Before the Gregorian Reform: The Latin Church at the Turn of the First Millennium has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that
you are the character on there. So, not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun
and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.

Dwight McBride:

As ascholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library aswell as
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
internal or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
and can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore, this Before the Gregorian Reform: The Latin Church at the Turn of the First
Millennium can make you experience more interested to read.
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