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What does it mean to be human? To be human is, in part, to be physically sexed and culturally gendered. Yet
not all bodies are clearly male or female. Bodies in Doubt traces the changing definitions, perceptions, and
medical management of intersex (atypical sex development) in America from the colonial period to the
present day.

From the beginning, intersex bodies have been marked as "other," as monstrous, sinister, threatening,
inferior, and unfortunate. Some nineteenth-century doctors viewed their intersex patients with disrespect and
suspicion. Later, doctors showed more empathy for their patients' plights and tried to make correct decisions
regarding their care. Yet definitions of "correct" in matters of intersex were entangled with shifting ideas and
tensions about what was natural and normal, indeed about what constituted personhood or humanity.

Reis has examined hundreds of cases of "hermaphroditism" and intersex found in medical and popular
literature and argues that medical practice cannot be understood outside of the broader cultural context in
which it is embedded. As the history of responses to intersex bodies has shown, doctors are influenced by
social concerns about marriage and heterosexuality. Bodies in Doubt considers how Americans have
interpreted and handled ambiguous bodies, how the criteria and the authority for judging bodies changed,
how both the binary gender ideal and the anxiety over uncertainty persisted, and how the process for defining
the very norms of sex and gender evolved.

Bodies in Doubt breaks new ground in examining the historical roots of modern attitudes about intersex in
the United States and will interest scholars and researchers in disability studies, social history, gender
studies, and the history of medicine.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Burritt:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day every day to reading a guide. The book Bodies in Doubt: An American History of Intersex it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high
quality.

Thomas Kelly:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Bodies in Doubt: An American History of
Intersex e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only
for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Bodies in Doubt: An American History of Intersex as
good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't
ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on
your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Helen Scott:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top listing in your reading list is actually Bodies in Doubt: An American History of Intersex. This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Mary Ruch:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Bodies in Doubt: An American History of Intersex was
vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Bodies in Doubt: An American History of
Intersex has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan
you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you
bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try
to like reading that.
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