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The Polish Revolution cast off the Russian hegemony that had kept the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth
impotent for most of the eighteenth century. Before being overthrown by the armies of Catherine the Great,
the Four Years' Parliament of 1788-92 passed wide-ranging reforms, culminating in Europe's first written
constitution on 3 May 1791.

In some respects its policies towards the Catholic Church of both rites (Latin and Ruthenian) were more
radical than those of Joseph II, and comparable to some of those adopted in the early stages of the French
Revolution. Policies included taxation of the Catholic clergy at more than double the rate of the lay nobility,
the confiscation of episcopal estates, the equalization of dioceses, and controversial concessions to
Orthodoxy. But the monastic clergy escaped almost unscathed. A method of explaining political decisions in
a republican polity is developed in order to show how and why the Commonwealth went to the verge of
schism with Rome in 1789-90, before drawing back. Pope Pius VI could then bless the 'mild revolution' of 3
May 1791, which Poland's clergy and monarch presented to the nobility as a miracle of Divine Providence.
The stresses would be eclipsed by dechristianization in France, the dismemberment of the Commonwealth,
and subsequent incarnations of unity between the Catholic Church and the Polish nation.

Probing both 'high politics' and political culture', Richard Butterwick draws on diplomatic and political
correspondence, speeches, pamphlets, sermons, pastoral letters, proclamations, records of local assemblies,
and other sources to explore a volatile relationship between altar, throne, and nobility at the end of Europe's
Ancien Regime.
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From reader reviews:

Corine Ramirez:

With other case, little folks like to read book The Polish Revolution and the Catholic Church, 1788-1792: A
Political History. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important any book The Polish Revolution and the Catholic Church, 1788-1792: A Political History.
You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's read.

Deborah Beaudry:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this The
Polish Revolution and the Catholic Church, 1788-1792: A Political History.

Rene Defeo:

Typically the book The Polish Revolution and the Catholic Church, 1788-1792: A Political History has a lot
of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read
you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Marla Fiske:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this The Polish Revolution and the Catholic Church, 1788-1792: A Political History can make you really
feel more interested to read.
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