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Contents. In an age of exaggeration and hype, when words like "great," "famous,”" and "legendary" are often
used to describe the ordinary and dlightly-above-average, it is difficult to describe the truly special. Further,
when so much has been written about a subject, it is hard to find fresh perspectives and new waysto
approach it.

With Vanguard of the Crusade, author Mark Bando has accomplished just these things. Through decades of
painstakingly collecting and verifying first-hand accounts of some of the fiercest fighting in the European
Theater, he hasilluminated the personal experiences of the members of thistruly and justly famous
American airborne division. From their baptism of fire in the advance echelon of Operation Overlord, to
capturing the first objectives of Operation Market-Garden, and defiantly holding the key crossroads at
Bastogne during the German Ardennes Offensive, the exploits of the " Screaming Eagles' are expertly
recounted in this heavily-illustrated single volume.

Expanding significantly on the author's previous work, Vanguard of the Crusade includes dozens of
previously unpublished, rare photos as well as significantly enhanced versions of photos which have
appeared in some of hisworks before. Historians, buffs, reenactors, and collectors alike will be fascinated by
the extensive new sections about airborne equipment and parachutists uniforms, as well asthe al-new
special feature segments about the major German formations defeated by the 101st in its campaignsin
France, Holland, and Belgium. Ten brand new, highly-detailed maps based directly on primary source
documents also support the text, which, like Bando's previous works, draws heavily on vividly-recounted,
authentic anecdotes gleaned from the airborne veterans themselves.

Significance More than any of the other combatant forces in the Second World War, the US Army
standardized its divisions organization, training, and doctrine. This allowed unparalleled flexibility of
employment and a consistency of battlefield performance rivaled by the tactical forces of no other army.
Airborne divisions, on the other hand, were the closest thing the US Army had to specially trained and
organized "assault” units, designed specifically for striking behind enemy lines and holding key terrain while
isolated and cut off.

The 101st Airborne Division thus required and attracted a special kind of soldier, of whom unusual-and
deadly-demands were made routinely, in training as well as combat. By chronicling the Division's combat
experience through the eyes and in the words of its soldiers themselves, Vanguard of the Crusade provides
priceless insights into what made this division so distinctive and the traditions it built so worthy. Perhaps one
of their own, Private First Class Tex McMorries, put it best, " The best and toughest of the paratroopers were
cold, fearless killers, who went to great extremesto kill the enemy." Vanguard of the Crusade is their story.

Told without a shred of sentimentality, but with an implicit and profound respect for the paratroopers and
glidermen who wore the Screaming Eagle patch, the book captures the spirit and the deeds of the Division
which, from Normandy to Holland to the Ardennes, was the vanguard-and a bulwark-of the Crusade in
Europe.
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From reader reviews:
Michael Kelly:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Vanguard of the Crusade: The 101st Airborne Division in World War |1
book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without |eaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer connected with Vanguard of the Crusade: The 101st Airborne Division in World War 11 content
conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different such asit. So, do you nonetheless thinking Vanguard of the Crusade: The
101st Airborne Division in World War 11 is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Teresa Riggs:

Exactly why? Because this Vanguard of the Crusade; The 101st Airborne Division in World War |11 isan
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning fully. So, it isgood for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you alot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If | ended up you | will
go to the guide store hurriedly.

FrancesDrury:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with palsis thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Vanguard of the Crusade: The 101st
Airborne Division in World War 11, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss
it? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh serioudly its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its named reading friends.

Karin Decker:

With this erawhich is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It isjust smple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of several booksin
the top listing in your reading list is Vanguard of the Crusade: The 101st Airborne Division in World War 11.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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