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In Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba, Ivor L. Miller shows how African migrants and
their political fraternities played aformative role in the history of Cuba. During the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, no large kingdoms controlled Nigeria and Cameroon's multilingual Cross River basin. Instead,
each settlement had its own lodge of the initiation society called Ekpé, or "leopard,” which was the highest
indigenous authority. Ekpé lodges ruled local communities while also managing regional and long-distance
trade. Cross River Africans, enslaved and forcibly brought to colonial Cuba, reorganized their Ekpé clubs
covertly in Havana and Matanzas into a mutual-aid society called Abakug, which became foundational to
Cubas urban life and music.

Miller's extensive fieldwork in Cuba and West Africa documents ritual languages and practices that survived
the Middle Passage and evolved into a unifying charter for transplanted slaves and their successors. To gain
deeper understanding of the material, Miller underwent Ekpe initiation ritesin Nigeria after ten years
collaboration with Abakuainitiatesin Cuba and the United States. He argues that Cuban music, art, and even
politics rely on complexities of these African-inspired codes of conduct and leadership. Voice of the Leopard
is an unprecedented tracing of an African title-society to its Caribbean incarnation, which has deeply
influenced Cuba's creative energy and popular consciousness.
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From reader reviews:
Paul Blum:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean
Studies Series). Try to stumble through book V oice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba
(Caribbean Studies Series) as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it isvery fortuned in your case.
The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So, let me
make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Helen Green:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possihilities will not happen throughout you if you take V oice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and
Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) as your daily resource information.

Carlos Quirk:

Beside thiskind of Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) in
your phone, it can give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people
livein narrow village. It is good thing to have Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba
(Caribbean Studies Series) because this book offersto you readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have thisin your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you

still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from now!

Jerry Gunnéll:

In this erawhich isthe greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do
isjust spending your time very little but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of many booksin
the top checklist in your reading list is actually Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba
(Caribbean Studies Series). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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