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From the author of Women from the Ankle Down comes a lively cultural biography of diamonds, which
explores our society’s obsession with the world’s most brilliant gemstone and the real-world characters who
make them shine.

“A diamond is forever.” Who among us doesn’t recognize this phrase and, with it, the fascination that these
shiny gemstones hold in our collective imagination as symbols of royalty, stars, and eternal love? But who
gave us this catchphrase? Where do these gemstones and their colorful legacies originate? How did they
become our culture’s symbol of engagement and marriage? Why have they retained their coveted status
throughout the centuries?

Rachelle Bergstein’s cultural biography of the diamond illuminates the enticing, often surprising story of our
society’s enduring obsession with the hardest gemstone—and the people who have worked tirelessly to
ensure its continued allure. From the South African mines where most diamonds have been sourced since the
late 1890s to the companies who have fought to monopolize them; from the stars who have dazzled in them
to the people behind the scenes who have carefully crafted our understanding of their value—Brilliance and
Fire offers a glittering history of the world’s most coveted gemstone and its greatest champions and most
colorful enthusiasts.

Brilliance and Fire is illustrated with 16 pages of color photographs.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Parker:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Brilliance and
Fire: A Biography of Diamonds suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this
era. The book untitled Brilliance and Fire: A Biography of Diamondsis the one of several books that will
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve
you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give
you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Ward Bishop:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading
a book. The book Brilliance and Fire: A Biography of Diamonds it doesn't matter what good to read. There
are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did
not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to
read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Laura Mason:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, you think
reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have the e-
book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Brilliance and Fire: A Biography of Diamonds
which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

William Oden:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Brilliance and Fire: A Biography of
Diamonds to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book
and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it.
Beside that the publication Brilliance and Fire: A Biography of Diamonds can to be your brand new friend
when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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