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In her critical biography of Anna Seward (1742-1809), Teresa Barnard examines the poet's unpublished
|etters and manuscripts, providing a fresh perspective on Seward's life and historical milieu that restores and
problematizes Seward's carefully constructed narrative of her life.

Of the poet Anna Seward, it may be said with some veracity that hers was an epistolary life. What is known
of Seward comes from six volumes of her letters and from juvenile letters that prefaced her books of poetry,
all published posthumously. That Seward intended her correspondence to serve as her autobiography is clear,
but she could not have anticipated that the letters she intended for publication would be drastically edited and
censored by her literary editor, Walter Scott, and by her publisher, Archibald Constable. Stripped of their
vitality and much of their significance, the published letters omit telling tales of the intricacies of the
marriage market and Seward's own battles against gender inequality in the educational and workplace
spheres. Seward's correspondents included Erasmus Darwin, William Hayley, Helen Maria Williams, and
Robert Southey, and her letters are packed with stories and anecdotes about her friends' lives and characters,
what they looked like, and how they lived. Particularly compelling is Barnard's discussion of Seward's
astonishing last will and testament, a twenty-page document that summarizes her life, achievements, and
self-definition as awriting woman. Barnard's biography not only challenges what is known about Seward,
but provides new information about the lives and times of eighteenth-century writers.
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From reader reviews:
Ellen Garcia:

The book Anna Seward: A Constructed Life: A Critical Biography: 5 can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a
book Anna Seward: A Constructed Life: A Critical Biography: 5? A few of you have a different opinion
about guide. But one aim this book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share
al of these. Book Anna Seward: A Constructed Life: A Critical Biography: 5 has simple shape but you
know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Sally Norman:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Anna Seward: A Constructed Life: A Critical Biography: 5 book is readable
by you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Anna
Seward: A Constructed Life: A Critical Biography: 5 content conveys thinking easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available as
it. So, do you still thinking Anna Seward: A Constructed Life: A Critical Biography: 5 is not loveable to be
your top record reading book?

Pete Plaisance:

The actual book Anna Seward: A Constructed Life: A Critical Biography: 5 has alot info on it. So when you
read this book you can get alot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after reading this article book.

Keith Karam:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring usto around the world. By the book
Anna Seward: A Constructed Life: A Critical Biography: 5 we can take more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Anna Seward: A Constructed Life:
A Critical Biography: 5. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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