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Almost from the moment, some five centuries ago, that their religion was founded in the Punjab by Guru
Nanak, Sikhs have enjoyed a distinctive identity. This sense of difference, forged during Sikhism's fierce
struggles with the Mughal Empire, is still symbolised by the 'Five Ks' ('panj kakar', in Punjabi), those articles
of faith to which all baptised Sikhs subscribe: uncut hair bound in a turban; comb; special undergarment; iron
bracelet and dagger (or kirpan) - the unique marks of the Sikh military fraternity (the word Sikh means
'disciple' in Punjabi). Yet for all its ongoing attachment to the religious symbols that have helped set it apart
from neighbouring faiths in South Asia, Sikhism amounts to far more than just signs or externals. Now the
world's fifth largest religion, with a significant diaspora especially in Britain and North America, this
remarkable monotheistic tradition commands the allegiance of 25 million people, and is a global
phenomenon. In her balanced appraisal, Nikky-Guninder Kaur Singh reviews the history, theology and
worship of a community poised between reconciling its hereditary creeds and certainties with the fast-paced
pressures of modernity. She outlines and explains the core Sikh beliefs, and explores the writings and
teachings of the Ten Sikh Gurus in Sikhism's Holy Scriptures, the Sri Guru Granth Sahib (more usually
called just the 'Granth'). Further chapters explore Sikh ethics, art and architecture, and matters of gender and
the place of women in the tradition. The book attractively combines the warm empathy of a Sikh with the
objective insights and acute perspectives of a prominent scholar of religion.

'In this delightful study Nikky-Guninder Kaur Singh introduces the reader to the history, religion, and culture
of the Sikhs, highlighting the various issues related to doctrine, worship, ethics, art, architecture, and
diaspora. Her bold critique of patriarchal structures of Sikh society is refreshing. Written in accessible style
this exciting book will appeal not only to undergraduate students of Sikh studies, religion, medieval Indian
history, and literature, but also to lay readers who will gain firsthand information about the youngest world
religion.' - Pashaura Singh, Professor and Dr. Jasbir Singh Saini Endowed Chair in Sikh and Punjabi Studies
University of California, Riverside
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Chan:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question
mainly because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Sikhism: An Introduction
(International Library of African Studies) to read.

Mary Larrick:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Sikhism: An Introduction (International Library of African Studies) your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get before. The Sikhism: An Introduction (International Library of African Studies)
giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind
will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Leola Grant:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
examine. Sikhism: An Introduction (International Library of African Studies) can be your answer given it
can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Rosalie Cox:

The book untitled Sikhism: An Introduction (International Library of African Studies) contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author
gives you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.
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