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Examines the original composition of China's oldest books, the Classic of Changes, the Venerated
Documents, and the Classic of Poetry, and attempts to restore their original meanings.

Edward L. Shaughnessy examines the original composition of China's oldest books, the Classic of Changes,
the Venerated Documents, and the Classic of Poetry.  By describing the original contexts in which these
books were written and what they meant to their original authors and readers, this work sheds light on both
the degree to which Chinese culture already was literate by 1000 BC, and also on how the later classical
tradition eventually diverged from these origins.

"What I like most is the wealth of detail and the meticulous attention to primary evidence, combined with an
overall appreciation of the broader cultural and historical context of the problems that have defied solution
for centuries.

"The book is filled with original lines of inquiry and conclusions; the articles are of uncommon interest and
intellectual challenge." -- John Knoblock, University of Miami

"Shaughnessy has produced outstanding work and played a pioneering role in opening the field of Western
Zhou studies. These essays represent the first broad exploration of pre-Classical China as a literary culture
that created texts of generic diversity and of intellectual and aesthetic subtlety. His combination of precise
scholarship and fresh imagination will stimulate students of history, literature, and religion alike." -- Robert
Eno, Indiana University
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From reader reviews:

Fredrick Alfred:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Before Confucius: Studies in the Creation of the Chinese Classics
(Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture). Try to stumble through book Before Confucius: Studies in the
Creation of the Chinese Classics (Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture) as your friend. It means that it
can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can
know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

David Lau:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Before Confucius:
Studies in the Creation of the Chinese Classics (Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture) book as
beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Kenneth Vargas:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their hobby.
They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful pictures on
there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this time, many
ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
Before Confucius: Studies in the Creation of the Chinese Classics (Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy &
Culture) can make you sense more interested to read.

Daniel Engle:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Before Confucius:
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