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"I believe hugely in advertising and blowing my own trumpet, beating the gongs, drums, to attract attention
to a show," Phineas Taylor Barnum wrote to a publisher in 1860. "I don't believe in 'duping the public,' but I
believe in first attracting and then pleasing them."The name P.T. Barnum is virtually synonymous with the
fine art of self-advertisement and the apocryphal statement, "There's a sucker born every minute." Nearly a
century after his death, Barnum remains one of America's most celebrated figures.

In the Selected Letters of P.T. Barnum, A.H. Saxon brings together more than 300 letters written by the self-
styled "Prince of Humbugs." Here we see him, opinionated and exuberant, with only the rarest flashes of
introspection and self-doubt, haggling with business partners, blustering over politics, and attempting to get
such friends as Mark Twain to endorse his latest schemes.

Always the king of showmen, Barnum considered himself a museum man first and was forever on the
lookout for "curiosities," whether animate or inanimate. His early career included such outright frauds as
Joice Heth, the "161-year-old nurse of George Washington," and the Fejee Mermaid-the desiccated head and
torso of a monkey sewn to the body of a fish. Although in later years he projected a more solid, respectable
image-managing the irreproachable "legitimate" attraction Jenny Lind, becoming a leading light in the
temperance crusade, founding the Barnum & Bailey Circus-much of his daily existence continued to be
unabashedly devoted to manipulating public opinion so as to acquire for himself and his enterprises what he
delightedly termed "notoriety."

His famous autobiography, The Life of P.T. Barnum, which he regularly augmented during the last quarter
century of his life, was itself a masterpiece of self-promotion. "Will you have the kindness to announce that I
am writing my life & that fifty-seven different publishers have applied for the chance of publishing it," he
wrote to a newspaper editor, adding, "Such is the fact-and if it wasn't, why still it ain't a bad announcement."

The Selected Letters of P.T. Barnum captures the magic of this consummate showman's life, truly his own
"greatest show on earth."
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From reader reviews:

George Marsh:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual
crowded place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have
underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then
having chance to endure than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you
this specific Selected Letters of P. T. Barnum book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Jamie Sparks:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually Selected Letters of P. T. Barnum.

Roberta Granger:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Selected Letters of P. T. Barnum was bright colored and
of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Selected Letters of P. T. Barnum has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read
and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.

Jill Lee:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students
but native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Selected Letters of P. T. Barnum we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Selected Letters of P. T. Barnum. You can
more appealing than now.
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