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Sometime around 1500 A.D., an African farmer planted a maize seed imported from the New World. That
act set in motion the remarkable saga of one of the world's most influential crops--one that would transform
the future of Africa and of the Atlantic world. Africa's experience with maize is distinctive but also
instructive from a global perspective: experts predict that by 2020 maize will become the world's most
cultivated crop.

James McCann moves easily from the village level to the continental scale, from the medieval to the modern,
as he explains the science of maize production and explores how the crop has imprinted itself on Africa's
agrarian and urban landscapes. Today, maize accounts for more than half the calories people consume in
many African countries. During the twentieth century, a tidal wave of maize engulfed the continent, and
supplanted Africa's own historical grain crops--sorghum, millet, and rice. In the metamorphosis of maize
from an exotic visitor into a quintessentially African crop, in its transformation from vegetable to grain, and
from curiosity to staple, lies a revealing story of cultural adaptation. As it unfolds, we see how this sixteenth-
century stranger has become indispensable to Africa's fields, storehouses, and diets, and has embedded itself
in Africa's political, economic, and social relations.

The recent spread of maize has been alarmingly fast, with implications largely overlooked by the media and
policymakers. McCann's compelling history offers insight into the profound influence of a single crop on
African culture, health, technological innovation, and the future of the world's food supply.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Craver:

This Maize and Grace: Africa's Encounter with a New World Crop, 1500-2000 tend to be reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Maize and Grace: Africa's Encounter
with a New World Crop, 1500-2000 can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at
e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Maize and Grace: Africa's Encounter with a New World Crop,
1500-2000 giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Roland Hall:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Maize and Grace: Africa's Encounter with a New World Crop, 1500-2000 will give you a new
experience in reading a book.

Deandre Freeman:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
One of many books in the top collection in your reading list is Maize and Grace: Africa's Encounter with a
New World Crop, 1500-2000. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Donnie Ned:

You can obtain this Maize and Grace: Africa's Encounter with a New World Crop, 1500-2000 by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose correct ways for you.
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