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The Ming dynasty was the last great Chinese dynasty before the Manchu conquest in 1644. During that time,
China, not Europe, was the center of the world: the European voyages of exploration were searching not just
for new lands but also for new trade routes to the Far East. In this book, Timothy Brook eloquently narrates
the changing landscape of life over the three centuries of the Ming (1368-1644), when China was
transformed from a closely administered agrarian realm into a place of commercial profits and intense
competition for status.

The Confusions of Pleasure marks a significant departure from the conventional ways in which Chinese
history has been written. Rather than recounting the Ming dynasty in a series of political events and
philosophical achievements, it narrates this longue durée in terms of the habits and strains of everyday life.
Peppered with stories of real people and their negotiations of a rapidly changing world, this book provides a
new way of seeing the Ming dynasty that not only contributes to the scholarly understanding of the period
but also provides an entertaining and accessible introduction to Chinese history for anyone.
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From reader reviews:

James Benavidez:

Here thing why this specific The Confusions of Pleasure: Commerce and Culture in Ming China are different
and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the
usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Confusions of Pleasure: Commerce and
Culture in Ming China giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out
there but there is no publication that similar with The Confusions of Pleasure: Commerce and Culture in
Ming China. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing
this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere
like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of The Confusions of Pleasure: Commerce and Culture in Ming China in e-
book can be your alternate.

Amanda Kline:

Often the book The Confusions of Pleasure: Commerce and Culture in Ming China has a lot details on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Jeremy Bedford:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Confusions of Pleasure:
Commerce and Culture in Ming China is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Rosalie Castillo:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just telling
lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Confusions of Pleasure: Commerce and
Culture in Ming China can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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