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Is our nature—as individuals, as a species—determined by our evolution and encoded in our genes? If we
unravel the protein sequences of our DNA, will we gain the power to cure all of our physiological and
psychological afflictions and even to solve the problems of our society? Today biologists—especially
geneticists—are proposing answers to questions that have long been asked by philosophy or faith or the
social sciences. Their work carries the weight of scientific authority and attracts widespread public attention,
but it is often based on what the renowned evolutionary biologist Richard Lewontin identifies as a highly
reductive misconception: "the pervasive error that confuses the genetic state of an organism with its total
physical and psychic nature as a human being."

In these nine essays covering the history of modern biology from Darwin to Dolly the sheep, all of which
were originally published in The New York Review of Books, Lewontin combines sharp criticisms of
overreaching scientific claims with lucid expositions of the exact state of current scientific knowledge—not
only what we do know, but what we don't and maybe won't anytime soon. Among the subjects he discusses
are heredity and natural selection, evolutionary psychology and altruism, nineteenth-century naturalist
novels, sex surveys, cloning, and the Human Genome Project. In each case he casts an ever-vigilant and
deflationary eye on the temptation to look to biology for explanations of everything we want to know about
our physical, mental, and social lives.

These essays—several of them updated with epilogues that take account of scientific developments since
they were first written—are an indispensable guide to the most controversial issues in the life sciences today.

The second edition of this collection includes new essays on genetically modified food and the completion of
the Human Genome Project. It is an indispensable guide to the most controversial issues in the life sciences
today.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Alvarado:

Here thing why this It Ain't Necessarily So: The Dream of the Human Genome and Other Illusions are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of the
usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. It Ain't Necessarily So: The Dream of the
Human Genome and Other Illusions giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no book that similar with It Ain't Necessarily So: The Dream of the Human
Genome and Other Illusions. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of It Ain't Necessarily So: The Dream of the Human Genome and
Other Illusions in e-book can be your substitute.

Gail Brasfield:

The book untitled It Ain't Necessarily So: The Dream of the Human Genome and Other Illusions is the guide
that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that
they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of It Ain't Necessarily So:
The Dream of the Human Genome and Other Illusions from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy free time.

Cheryl Steele:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying It Ain't Necessarily So: The Dream of
the Human Genome and Other Illusions that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much
better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to
start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick It Ain't Necessarily So: The Dream of the Human
Genome and Other Illusions become your personal starter.

Wayne Martin:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this It Ain't Necessarily So: The Dream of the
Human Genome and Other Illusions reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty It



Ain't Necessarily So: The Dream of the Human Genome and Other Illusions as good book not simply by the
cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you
still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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