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Almost two decades after the Vietnam War, most Americans remain convinced that U.S. prisoners are still
being held captive in Southeast Asia, and many even accuse the government of concealing their existence.
But as H. Bruce Franklin demonstrates in his startling investigation, there is no plausible basis for the belief
in live POWs. Through scrupulous research, he shows for the first time how this illusion was fabricated and
then converted into a powerful myth. Franklin reveals that in 1969 the Nixon administration, aided by
militant pro-war forces, manufactured the POW/MIA issue to deflect attention from American atrocities in
Vietnam, to undermine the burgeoning anti-war movement, and to stymie the Paris peace talks, resulting in
the prolongation of the Vietnam War for another four years. Successive administrations, in an effort to
mobilize public support for their continued economic and political warfare against Vietnam, asserted the
possibility of live POWs at great emotional cost to both family members of the missing and countless
Americans distressed about the fate of those supposedly left behind in Indochina. Born of political
expediency, the POW/MIA issue was transformed in the 1980s into a potent myth. American culture was
transfigured as movies and novels designed to reimage the Vietnam War turned the imagined post-war
POWs into crucial symbols of betrayed American manhood and honor. Finally the myth began to turn
against its creators when many Americans became convinced that the government itself was conspiring to
betray the missing men. As he traces the evolution of the POW/MIA myth, Franklin not only exposes it as an
elaborate hoax at the highest levels of government, butalso explains why the myth has penetrated to the heart
of American life. By confronting the true tragedy of the missing in Vietnam, Franklin helps us to understand
how to heal the terrible psychological and spiritual wounds of the Vietnam War.
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From reader reviews:

Tyrone Smith:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This MIA, or Mythmaking in America book is readable by means of you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of MIA, or
Mythmaking in America content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking MIA,
or Mythmaking in America is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Tracy Gardiner:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be MIA, or Mythmaking in America
why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Paula Salas:

This MIA, or Mythmaking in America is great guide for you because the content that is full of information
for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
details accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are
read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having MIA, or Mythmaking in
America in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that
no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , it is
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Joel Wall:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us
novel, comics, in addition to soon. The MIA, or Mythmaking in America provide you with new experience
in looking at a book.
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