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The Presence of the Present: Topics of the Day in the Victorian Novel is the first comprehensive study of
Victorian novelists' use of the era's everyday culture and common knowledge in their writings. Victorian
novelists knew that the men and women who bought and borrowed their books had an insatiable appetite for
reading books about people like themselves in the instantly recognizable world in which they lived. They
catered to this appetite by, among other devices, scattering through their pages allusions to people, places,
and events in the news at the moment a novel was published, as well as to objects, scenes, and fashions that
were particularly characteristic of the present-day setting. References to this body of common knowledge
helped, in addition, to strengthen the intimate rapport with their readers that authors so much prized in the
period, and they also contributed to the realistic effect that authenticated characters and scenes and thus
encouraged readers' imaginative assent to the fiction. The Presence of the Present has been derived from
approximately 150 novels of the era, from Pickwick Papers to Trollope's last novels and The Mayor of
Casterbridge. All the "great names" of Victorian fiction are here-Dickens, Thackeray, Disraeli, George Eliot,
Charlotte Brontë, Trollope, Wilkie Collins, Elizabeth Gaskell, Hardy, Meredith-as well as a representative
selection of the less-than-great-Charles Reade, Mary Elizabeth Braddon, Edward Bulwer-Lytton, Samuel
Warren, and the unjustly neglected Robert Smith Surtees. The many illustrations, drawn principally form the
Illustrated London News and Punch and from the novels themselves, re-create for a reader at the end of the
twentieth century the same images that were evoked in the minds of the novels' first readers. The book,
therefore, surveys that manner in which Victorian fiction draws upon the observations and experiences of the
readers for whom the novelists wrote-not "posterity," but readers of the daily press and riders on the new
railways. Here we meet the half-legendary figure of Stultz the fashionable tailor; learn about the messages
conveyed at different times and on different social levels by cigar smoking and the wearing of gloves;
discover the jokey career of the crinoline, the humors and corrupt practices of parliamentary elections, and
scores of other topics that, when fully explained, help us to read with better understanding the living book of
Victorian fiction. Richard D. Altick is Regents' Professor Emeritus of English at The Ohio State University.
He is the author of numerous books, including The English Common Reader, The Scholar Adventures,
Victorian People and Ideas, The Shows of London, Paintings from Books, and Writers, Readers, and
Occasions.
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From reader reviews:

Andre Rosier:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The PRESENCE OF THE PRESENT: TOPICS OF THE
DAY IN THE VICTORIAN NOVEL (VICTORIAN LIFE & LITERATURE) is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Scarlet Rome:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying PRESENCE OF THE PRESENT:
TOPICS OF THE DAY IN THE VICTORIAN NOVEL (VICTORIAN LIFE & LITERATURE) that give
your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be
said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly
be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to
pick PRESENCE OF THE PRESENT: TOPICS OF THE DAY IN THE VICTORIAN NOVEL
(VICTORIAN LIFE & LITERATURE) become your own personal starter.

Faye Springer:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and PRESENCE OF THE
PRESENT: TOPICS OF THE DAY IN THE VICTORIAN NOVEL (VICTORIAN LIFE & LITERATURE)
as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish
to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other
book likes PRESENCE OF THE PRESENT: TOPICS OF THE DAY IN THE VICTORIAN NOVEL
(VICTORIAN LIFE & LITERATURE) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like
this.

Thomas Morgan:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book PRESENCE OF THE PRESENT: TOPICS
OF THE DAY IN THE VICTORIAN NOVEL (VICTORIAN LIFE & LITERATURE) to make your own



reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and
looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it.
Beside that the publication PRESENCE OF THE PRESENT: TOPICS OF THE DAY IN THE VICTORIAN
NOVEL (VICTORIAN LIFE & LITERATURE) can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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