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Mecca is, for many, the heart of Islam. It is the birthplace of Muhammad, the direction to which Muslims
turn when they pray, and the site of pilgrimage that annually draws some three million Muslims from all
corners of the world. Yet the significance of Mecca is more than purely religious. What happens in Mecca
and how Muslims think about the political and cultural history of Mecca has had and continues to have a
profound influence on world events to this day.

In this insighful book, Ziauddin Sardar unravels the meaning and significance of Mecca. Tracing its history,
from its origins as a "barren valley" in the desert to its evolution as a trading town and sudden emergence as
the religious center of a world empire, Sardar examines the religious struggles and rebellions in Mecca that
have significantly shaped Muslim culture. An illuminative, lyrical, and witty blend of history, reportage, and
memoir, Mecca reflects all that is profound and enlightening, curious and amusing about Mecca and takes us
behind the closed doors to one of the most important places in the world today.
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From reader reviews:

Marlon Duenas:

The book Mecca: The Sacred City can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So
just why must we leave the best thing like a book Mecca: The Sacred City? Some of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right
now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Mecca: The Sacred City has simple shape but you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a book. So it
is very wonderful.

Lana Spalding:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new details. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Mecca: The Sacred City, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Kathy Graves:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
will be Mecca: The Sacred City.

George Rodriguez:

This Mecca: The Sacred City is great book for you because the content which can be full of information for
you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info
accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly
you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging
core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Mecca: The Sacred City in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?
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