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With penetrating insight Combs-Schilling illuminates the remarkable survival of one of the world's oldest
monarchies, still ruling after 1200 years. The author unravels the paradox of this ancient yet progressive
institution that has weathered invasion, economic collapse, and colonial assult. The pillars of stability for
which political analyststypicaly search ? military strength, bureaucratic control, and commerical prosperity ?
have often been absent in Morocco, sometimes for centuries. How then has the monarchy stood firm?

In this remarkable book, Combs-Schilling argues that the answer is to be found in the distinctive forms of
ritual practice developed during times of great crises. Unique among |slamic governments, the Moroccan
monarchy became cnetral to the popular celebrations of the most sacred rituals of Islam, cloaking itself in
their sanctity.

Combs-schilling breaks new ground in thinking about ritual. The author explores the consequences of the
replication and reinforcement of Morocco's national ceremoniesin viallages and homes and the metaphorical
equivalence thereby built. The author outlines how ritual metaphors simultaneously fuse the monarchy with
the hallowed prophets of 1slam and the mundane structures of family life.

In elucidating the forcefulness of ritual embodiment the book challenges anthropological theory. It
demonstrates that rituals created realities by inscribing them deeply within the individual's body and mind.
Rituals use eros and physical substance to build imaginative abstractions. Performances of exquisite beauty
and grace make the monarchy intrinsic to definitions of male and female, to experience of birth, intercourse,
death, and to the ultimate longing to break death's bonds.

Combs-Schilling creates amodel for national political analysis that takes meaning as well as strategic power
into account. The author applies the anthropol ogical analysis of rituals to new arenas ? the nation-state and
the world political economy ? without ever losing sight of the individual and the flow of daily life. The book
clarifiesadistinctive form of nationalism that expands the boundaries articulated by Anderson in Imagined
Territories. Rituals rather than territory or administration came to define the Moroccan monarchy and the
Moroccan nation under Western assault, and enabled them to survive.

For the novice, the book provides an unusual and compelling entry into Islamic culture and history. Yetitis
provocative for the expert in its reinterpretation of the strategic dimensions of Muhammad's marriages and
the political potency of the rituals of 1slam where power, sacrifice, and sexual identity converge.

By revealing the link between national ceremony and individual identity, the author calls into question the
popular view that sharply divides East and West and suggests commonalities in the structures of political-
sexual power that are built into societies that operate within the cultural contexts of the world's three
monotheistic faiths: I1slam, Judaism, and Christianity.
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From reader reviews:
Harriet Blum:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all peoplein
the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't need do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Sacred Performances. All type of book
would you see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Daria Gertz;

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make al of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for
awhileisreading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure
than other is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Sacred
Performances book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Pat Clark:

Typically the book Sacred Performances will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to explain the ideais very unigue. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal
to you. The book Sacred Performances is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book in
the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Justin Oliver:

That book can make you to fed relax. Thisbook Sacred Performances was vibrant and of course has pictures
on the website. Aswe know that book Sacred Performances has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character
on there. So, not at al of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try
to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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