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The oldest Islamic biography of Muhammad, written in the mid-eighth century, relates that the prophet died
at Medina in 632, while earlier and more numerous Jewish, Christian, Samaritan, and even Islamic sources
indicate that Muhammad survived to lead the conquest of Palestine, beginning in 634-35. Although this
discrepancy has been known for several decades, Stephen J. Shoemaker here writes the first systematic study
of the various traditions.

Using methods and perspectives borrowed from biblical studies, Shoemaker concludes that these reports of
Muhammad's leadership during the Palestinian invasion likely preserve an early Islamic tradition that was
later revised to meet the needs of a changing Islamic self-identity. Muhammad and his followers appear to
have expected the world to end in the immediate future, perhaps even in their own lifetimes, Shoemaker
contends. When the eschatological Hour failed to arrive on schedule and continued to be deferred to an ever
more distant point, the meaning of Muhammad's message and the faith that he established needed to be
fundamentally rethought by his early followers.

The larger purpose of The Death of a Prophet exceeds the mere possibility of adjusting the date of
Muhammad's death by a few years; far more important to Shoemaker are questions about the manner in
which Islamic origins should be studied. The difference in the early sources affords an important opening
through which to explore the nature of primitive Islam more broadly. Arguing for greater methodological
unity between the study of Christian and Islamic origins, Shoemaker emphasizes the potential value of non-
Islamic sources for reconstructing the history of formative Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Hupp:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication The Death of a Prophet: The End of
Muhammad's Life and the Beginnings of Islam (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) will make
you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you
think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Joan Marcial:

The book untitled The Death of a Prophet: The End of Muhammad's Life and the Beginnings of Islam
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see
the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The
Death of a Prophet: The End of Muhammad's Life and the Beginnings of Islam (Divinations: Rereading Late
Ancient Religion) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Wilma Richards:

Typically the book The Death of a Prophet: The End of Muhammad's Life and the Beginnings of Islam
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research
before write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Michael Major:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel,
comics, and soon. The The Death of a Prophet: The End of Muhammad's Life and the Beginnings of Islam
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) provide you with new experience in looking at a book.
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