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A court lady of the Heian era, an early modern philologist, a novelist of the Meiji period, and a physicist at
Tokyo University. What do they have in common, besides being Japanese? They all wrote zuihitsu?a
uniquely Japanese literary genre encompassing features of the nonfiction or personal essay and
miscellaneous musings. For sheer range of subject matter and breadth of perspective, the zuihitsu is
unrivaled in the Japanese literary tradition, which may explain why few examples have been trandated into
English.

The Columbia Anthology of Japanese Essays presents a representative selection of more than one hundred
zuihitsu from arange of historical periods written by close to fifty authors?from well-known figures, such as
Matsuo Basho, Natsume Soseki, and Koda Aya, to such writers as Tachibana Nankei and Dekune Tatsuro,
whose works appear here for the first time in English. Writers speak on the experience of coming down with
acold, the aesthetics of tea, the physiology and psychology of laughter, the demands of old age, standards of
morality, the way to raise children, the Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923, the thoughts that accompany
sleeplessness, the anxiety of undergoing surgery, and the unexpected benefits of training a mynabird to say
"Thank you." These essays also provide moving descriptions of snowy landscapes, foggy London, the
famous cherry blossoms of Ueno Park, and the appeal of rainy vistas, and relate the joys and troubles of
everyone from desperate samurai to filial children to ailing cats.
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From reader reviews:
Joseph Owens:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the outside |ook
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Columbia Anthology of Japanese Essays: Zuihitsu from the Tenth to
the Twenty-First Century why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Brad Bennett:

Reading a book being new life stylein this calendar year; every people lovesto go through a book. When
you study a book you can get alot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Columbia Anthology of Japanese Essays. Zuihitsu from the Tenth to the Twenty-First Century will give you
anew experience in examining a book.

Myrtle Galloway:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. Y ou will see that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is The Columbia Anthology of Japanese Essays: Zuihitsu from the Tenth to the
Twenty-First Century this book consist alot of the information with the condition of thisworld now. This
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to
explainit is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. Thisiswhy this
book appropriate all of you.

Carole Houston:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from abook. Book iswritten or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the The Columbia Anthology of Japanese Essays. Zuihitsu from the Tenth to the Twenty-First Century when
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