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During the War of 1812, most clashes on the high seas involved privately owned merchant ships, not official
naval vessels. Licensed by their home governments and considered key weapons of maritime warfare, these
ships were authorized to attack and seize enemy traders. Once the prizes were legally condemned by a prize
court, the privateers could sell off ships and cargo and pocket the proceeds. Because only a handful of ship-
to-ship engagements occurred between the Royal Navy and the United States Navy, it was really the
privateers who fought?and won?the war at sea.

In Privateering, Faye M. Kert introduces readers to U.S. and Atlantic Canadian privateers who sailed those
skirmishing ships, describing both the rare captains who made money and the more common ones who lost
it. Some privateers survived humerous engagements and returned to their pre-war lives; others perished
under violent circumstances. Kert demonstrates how the romantic image of pirates and privateers came to
obscure the dangerous and bloody reality of private armed warfare.

Building on two decades of research, Privateering places the story of private armed warfare within the
overall context of the War of 1812. Kert highlights the economic, strategic, social, and political impact of
privateering on both sides and explains why its toll on normal shipping helped convince the British that the
war had grown too costly. Fascinating, unfamiliar, and full of surprises, this book will appeal to historians
and general readers dike.
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From reader reviews:
Jonah Masten:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Privateering: Patriots and Profitsin the War of 1812 (Johns Hopkins Books
on the War of 1812). Try to make book Privateering: Patriots and Profitsin the War of 1812 (Johns Hopkins
Books on the War of 1812) as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone
and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Y eah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Mike Jones:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Privateering: Patriots and Profitsin the War
of 1812 (Johns Hopkins Books on the War of 1812). Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book Privateering: Patriots and Profitsin the
War of 1812 (Johns Hopkins Books on the War of 1812). Y ou can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, ssimply because from book you can realize everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thingitis
possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open abook or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. Y ou may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Ralph Dell:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this Privateering: Patriots and Profitsin the War of 1812 (Johns Hopkins Books on the War of
1812), it is possibleto tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Y our knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading areserve.

Eli Benton:

Someindividuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Privateering: Patriots and Profits
in the War of 1812 (Johns Hopkins Books on the War of 1812) to make your personal reading is interesting.
Y our own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple



book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especialy. It isto be
very first opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the publication Privateering: Patriots
and Profitsin the War of 1812 (Johns Hopkins Books on the War of 1812) can to be your brand-new friend
when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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