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Founded in 1889, the Republic of the United States of Brazil was constructed as a positivist state by
republican idealists and pragmatic oligarchs; the political embodiment of ordem e progresso (order and
progress). It was aform of government meant to overcome Brazil's imagined and concrete backwardness by
strictly adhering to the Natural Laws identified by Auguste Comte, Charles Darwin, and, in particular,
Herbert Spencer.

Spencerian "progress”’, however, entailed the elimination of the pathological and monstrous "savage lower
races." Non-white degeneration in Brazil, especially amongst its substantial mixed-race populace, was thus
understood to be a progressive and advantageous force of Evolution. For close to a century Euclides da
Cunha's Os Sertdes (known to English readers as Rebellion in the Backlands) has been treated as the literary
touchstone of mestico degeneration. It isawork of monumental importance, despite that it istypically
classified with the Spencerian "race science" of Arthur Gobineau and Raimundo Nina Rodrigues.

In thiswork, independent scholar Justin Barber demonstrates that this classification isincorrect, detailing the
relationship of Da Cunha's determinism to that of Comte, Darwin, Spencer, and other important unified
theorists such as Henry Thomas Buckle and Ludwig Gumplowicz.

Overturning nearly a century of scholarship, Barber precisely details how Da Cunha's work incarnates the
totality of Brazilian progress--progress utterly superior to that of European civilization--in the body of his
Children of Evolution. For Da Cunha, these chimerical jaguncos (bandits) embodied a perfectly
miscegenated balance of Brazil's fundamental "ethnic elements’: the African, the indigenous, and the
Portuguese.
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From reader reviews:
Ethel Davidson:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual The Children of Evolution: Euclides da
Cunhaand Positivist Discourse in Late Nineteenth-Century Brazil is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader unforeseen experience.

Gerald James:

This The Children of Evolution: Euclides da Cunha and Positivist Discourse in Late Nineteenth-Century
Brazil is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always
deal with world and aso have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using
great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have
wholeinfo init. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Children of Evolution: Euclides da Cunha and Positivist
Discoursein Late Nineteenth-Century Brazil in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in
itisnot ridiculous asingle. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but
this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt
that will?

Thanh Johnson:

Isit you who having sparetimein that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Children of Evolution: Euclides da
Cunhaand Positivist Discourse in Late Nineteenth-Century Brazil can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh
book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era
is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

BerthaMorrison:

As acollege student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or
real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful picson there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So, this The Children of Evolution: Euclides da Cunha and Positivist Discourse in Late Nineteenth-



Century Brazil can make you really feel more interested to read.
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