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A biography of the mapmaker who revolutionized geography

The story of discovery and mapmaking is one of pushing back shadows," writes Andrew Taylor, and "none
in the last two thousand years achieved as much as Gerard Mercator in extending the boundaries of what
could be comprehended." His life encompassed most of the turbulent, extraordinary sixteenth century, a time
when revolutions would engulf religion, science, and civilization. Almost extinguished by the Inquisition,
Mercator's genius lay in making maps, and his achievement did nothing less than revolutionize the study of
geography.

Appropriately for an era undergoing radical change, Mercator was full of contradiction, tied to knowledge
and beliefs of the past while forging a new path. He never traveled beyond northern Europe, yet he had the
imagination to draw the entire world anew and to solve a problem that had baffled sailors and scientists for
centuries: how a curved Earth could be faithfully rendered on a flat surface so as to allow for accurate
navigation. His "projection" was so visionary that it is used by NASA to map Mars today. Andrew Taylor
has beautifully captured Mercator amidst the turmoil and opportunity of his times and the luminaries who
inspired his talent?his teacher and business partner, Gemma Frisius; the English magus, John Dee; his
benefactor, the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V, his cartographic collaborator, Abraham Ortelius. The World
of Gerard Mercator is a masterful biography of one of the men most responsible for the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Conrad Degregorio:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
The World of Gerard Mercator: The Mapmaker Who Revolutionized Geography, it is possible to tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading
a guide.

Guadalupe Marshall:

The actual book The World of Gerard Mercator: The Mapmaker Who Revolutionized Geography has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy
to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Lee Witherspoon:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be The World of Gerard Mercator: The Mapmaker Who
Revolutionized Geography why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Karina McDermott:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book The World of Gerard Mercator: The Mapmaker Who Revolutionized Geography we can
consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a
book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this
book The World of Gerard Mercator: The Mapmaker Who Revolutionized Geography. You can more
appealing than now.
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