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Balancing the development of autonomy with that of social interdependence is a crucial aim of education in
any society, but nowhere has it been more hotly debated than in Japan, where controversial education
reforms over the past twenty years have attempted to reconcile the two goals. In this book, Peter Cave
explores these reforms as they have played out at the junior high level, the most intense pressure point in the
Japanese system, a time when students prepare for the high school entrance exams that will largely determine
their educational trajectories and future livelihoods.
           
Cave examines the implementation of “relaxed education” reforms that attempted to promote individual
autonomy and free thinking in Japanese classrooms. As he shows, however, these policies were eventually
transformed by educators and school administrators into curricula and approaches that actually promoted
social integration over individuality, an effect opposite to the reforms’ intended purpose. With vivid detail,
he offers the voices of teachers, students, and parents to show what happens when national education policies
run up against long-held beliefs and practices, and what their complex and conflicted interactions say about
the production of self and community in education. The result is a fascinating analysis of a turbulent era in
Japanese education that offers lessons for educational practitioners in any country. 
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Jett:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book
Schooling Selves: Autonomy, Interdependence, and Reform in Japanese Junior High Education. All type of
book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Anthony Doucet:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Schooling Selves: Autonomy,
Interdependence, and Reform in Japanese Junior High Education is our recommendation to cause you to
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Reva Morison:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of several
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Schooling Selves: Autonomy, Interdependence, and Reform in Japanese Junior High
Education, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge
can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Eddie McCoy:

The reason why? Because this Schooling Selves: Autonomy, Interdependence, and Reform in Japanese
Junior High Education is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter
it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write
the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as
help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book?
If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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