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Second Edition This story is not true in the sense that most people use that word. It emerges out of the mists
of time, rooted deep in the heritage of Britain and western spirituality. It is aweave of mythologies,
theologies, traditions, and histories. The story stands upon the traditions of two mythical characters: the Lady
of Avalon, and Joseph of Arimathea. But the land isitself aliving character in thetale, asis the surrounding
marsh, the invading Roman legion, and a very special cup of blue glass that unites them all. The legend of
the Lady emerges from the great body of Arthurian literature, but predates and underlies the story of Arthur
by some four hundred years. VivianisaLady who is already the stuff of myth by the time Arthur meets the
Lady of the Lake. Sheisthe sovereignty of the land itself, the spirit of the mud and dark water of the
marshes, seer of an ancient people, priestess of the Isle of Mist, and keeper of the apples. She clingsto the
ancient earth for her people at a time when the old Druids are finding new connections to a Roman culture
they are no longer able to defeat. At the time of the tale, which we would today name as circa 45 CE, the
Roman invasion under Emperor Claudiusistwo yearsold. Vespasian is leading the 11 Augusta L egion across
the southwest of Britain, fast approaching the great inland sea, which is the realm of Avalon. Ancient Britain
will soon be Roman. Into this ferment comes Joseph of Arimathea, great-uncle of Jesus of Nazareth.
Traditions of Joseph abound in the Cornwall and Somerset regions of England; Joseph, the Cornish tin and
lead merchant, mine owner and supplier of metals to the Roman military across the Empire. In thistale we
make use of one particular tradition that says Joseph was indeed born in Cornwall, a Jew of the Diaspora,
and only later went to Palestine in his capacity of trader in tin. There he became Minister of Mines for the
Roman army, aworldly-wise merchant who knew the M editerranean world, and much of the Roman
leadership. In thistale, he is known by a Cornish-inspired name, Eosaidh (Y aw’ -sheh) of Cornualle, or Eos
(Yawsh). According to tradition, Eosaidh made many trips from Palestine to the mines of Cornwall and the
Mendip hills north of Avalon, and on some occasions brought his nephew with him. Eosaidh, Vivian, and
"the lad" have all met before, years before this tale begins. And Vivian has already had profound, but
different, influence upon them both. The underlying images in the tale are the Cup of Life, later to become
known as the "Holy Grail," the Apple trees of sacred and fertile Avalon, and the Hawthorn staff of Eosaidh's
tradition. It is atale of the coming of the Jesus tradition to the ancient world of Avalon, and what happens
when these worlds collide. But there is unexpected conflict, too, when Eosaidh is confronted with the new
"church," bringing a cult of Jesus that even he cannot accept. In the end, Eosaidh must chose between
Avalon and Jerusalem, between two loves. And thisistruly alove story, for the worldviews that meet, and
clash, and dance and clash again do not do so in the abstract. Eosaidh and Vivian are flesh and blood. Their
struggle to understand one another, and indeed themselves, takes them out of the realm of theological debate
into the whirlwind of human emotion. What would be awork of theology becomes instead the most powerful
of love stories. And thisis as it should be. This second edition contains no changes in the story line. But
numerous typographical and formatting problemsin the original have been corrected. The reader will find
this edition an easier read, especially in discerning the shiftsin time and space. The original edition
contained an epilogue, which does not appear here. Upon consideration, we felt the epilogue did not add to
the original tale, and indeed tended to detract from it. In this edition, the tale ends where it should.
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From reader reviews:
Karon Hall:

The book The Apple and the Thorn: The Tales of Avalon Series can give more knowledge and aso the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book
The Apple and the Thorn: The Tales of Avalon Series? Several of you have a different opinion about book.
But one aim which book can give many factsfor us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to
share al of these. Book The Apple and the Thorn: The Tales of Avalon Series has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by start and read a
reserve. So it isvery wonderful.

Hayden Roberts:

Spent afree timeto be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnicin
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fed it? Do you want to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the reserve untitled The Apple and the Thorn: The Tales of Avalon Series can be fine book to read.
May be it can be best activity to you.

Thomas West:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Apple and the Thorn: The Tales of Avaon Series your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe
you never get before. The The Apple and the Thorn: The Tales of Avalon Series giving you a different
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era.
So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern hereis your body and mind are going to be pleased when you
arefinished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Glenda Rogers.

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide
that need more time to be learn. The Apple and the Thorn: The Tales of Avalon Series can be your answer as
it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.
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