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In The Woman in the Window: Commerce, Consensual Fantasy, and the Quest for Masculine Virtue in the
Russian Novel, Russell Scott Valentino offers pioneering new insights into the historical construction of
virtue and its relation to the rapidly shifting economic context in modern Russia. This study illustrates how
the traditional virtue ethic, grounded in property-based conceptions of masculine heroism, was eventually
displaced by a new commercial ethic that rested upon consensual fantasy. The new economic world
destabilized traditional Russian notions of virtue and posed a central question that Russian authors have
struggled to answer since the early nineteenth century: How could a self-interested commercial man be
incorporated into the Russian context as a socially valuable masculine character?
 
With chapters on Gogol, Tolstoy, and Dostoevsky as well as Pasternak and Nabokov, The Woman in the
Window argues that Russian authors worked through this question via their depictions of “mixed-up men.”
Such characters, according to Valentino, reveal that in a world where social reality and personal identity
depend on consensual fantasies, the old masculine figure loses its grounding and can easily drift away.
Valentino charts a range of masculine character types thrown off stride by the new commercially inflected
world: those who embrace blind confidence, those who are split with doubt or guilt, and those who look for
an ideal of steadfastness and purity to keep afloat—a woman in a window.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Casillas:

Here thing why this specific The Woman in the Window: Commerce, Consensual Fantasy, and the Quest for
Masculine Virtue in the Russian Novel are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is
good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Woman
in the Window: Commerce, Consensual Fantasy, and the Quest for Masculine Virtue in the Russian Novel
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book
that similar with The Woman in the Window: Commerce, Consensual Fantasy, and the Quest for Masculine
Virtue in the Russian Novel. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere
like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Woman in the Window: Commerce, Consensual Fantasy,
and the Quest for Masculine Virtue in the Russian Novel in e-book can be your alternate.

Edith Stewart:

The reason why? Because this The Woman in the Window: Commerce, Consensual Fantasy, and the Quest
for Masculine Virtue in the Russian Novel is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting
for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So ,
still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Charlene Johnson:

Beside this specific The Woman in the Window: Commerce, Consensual Fantasy, and the Quest for
Masculine Virtue in the Russian Novel in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't always
be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Woman in the
Window: Commerce, Consensual Fantasy, and the Quest for Masculine Virtue in the Russian Novel because
this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
the idea? Find this book along with read it from now!

Charlie Attwood:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be



rare? Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to
reading. Some people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and The Woman in the
Window: Commerce, Consensual Fantasy, and the Quest for Masculine Virtue in the Russian Novel or
maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other
book likes The Woman in the Window: Commerce, Consensual Fantasy, and the Quest for Masculine Virtue
in the Russian Novel to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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