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One Marine’s War recounts the experiences of Robert Sheeks, a Marine combat interpreter, and how he
underwent a remarkable transformation as a consequence of his encounters with the Imperial Japanese Army,
Nisei Japanese-American language instructors, Japanese and Pacific Island native civilians, and American
Marines. It is the first time the entire story of one Marine Corps combat interpreter has been told, and it
provides a unique insight into an aspect of the Pacific war that is not only fascinating history, but also a
compelling personal struggle to come to terms with a traumatic childhood and subsequent harrowing combat
experiences.

The son of an American corporate executive, Bob was born and raised in Shanghai until the family fled the
impending Japanese occupation in the 1930s. He was emotionally scarred by grisly atrocities he personally
witnessed as the Japanese military terrorized the Chinese population during the “Shanghai Incident” in 1932.
However, his intense hatred for the Japanese military was gradually transformed into tolerance and then
compassion. He was recruited out of Harvard after the Pearl Harbor attack to be a Japanese language
interpreter in the Marine Corps. When he encountered kind and considerate Japanese-American Nisei
instructors during the intensive course at the U.S. Navy Japanese Language School at the University of
Colorado, he began to re-think his attitudes toward the Japanese. Ultimately, through an intriguing set of
circumstances, he developed an empathy for the Japanese enemy he formerly despised. This began during
the invasion of Tarawa where he was frustrated by the near impossibility of capturing Japanese combatants,
partly because there was no way to communicate with them in their bunkers where they fought to the death.
That led him to devise methods to use a combination of surrender leaflets and amplified voice appeals to
convince the enemy to surrender. As a consequence, he personally ended up saving the lives of hundreds of
Japanese civilians and military by being able to talk them out of caves during combat on Saipan and Tinian
in 1944. He was able to find humanity in the midst of war. For his efforts he was awarded the Bronze Star
with a unique commendation, certainly one of the few medals ever given to a Marine officer for saving the
lives of the enemy.
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From reader reviews:

Julius Montanez:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take One Marine's War: A Combat Interpreter's Quest
for Humanity in the Pacific as your daily resource information.

Donald Link:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting One Marine's War: A Combat
Interpreter's Quest for Humanity in the Pacific that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to
know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every
you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick One Marine's War: A Combat
Interpreter's Quest for Humanity in the Pacific become your own personal starter.

Philip Brown:

Beside this particular One Marine's War: A Combat Interpreter's Quest for Humanity in the Pacific in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have One Marine's War: A Combat Interpreter's
Quest for Humanity in the Pacific because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from now!

Malcolm Thurmond:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book One Marine's War: A Combat Interpreter's Quest for
Humanity in the Pacific was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book One
Marine's War: A Combat Interpreter's Quest for Humanity in the Pacific has many kinds or style. Start from
kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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