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A wryly comic memoir that examines the pillars of New England WASP culture—class, history, family,
money, envy, perfection, and, of course, real estate—through the lens of mothers and daughters.

At eighteen, Sarah Payne Stuart fled her mother and al the other disapproving mothers of her too-perfect
hometown of Concord, Massachusetts, only to return years later when she had children of her own. Whether
to defy the previous generation or finally earn their approval and enter their ranks, she hurled herself into
upper-crust domesticity full throttle. In the twenty years Stuart spent back in her hometown—in a series of
ever more magnificent housesin ever grander neighborhoods—she was forced to connect with the cultural
tradition of guilt and flawed parenting of along legacy of local, literary women from Emerson’ s wife, to
Hawthorne's, to the most famous and imposing of them all, Louisa May Alcott’ siconic, guilt-tripping
Marmee.

When Stuart’s own mother dies, she realizes that there is no one left to approve or disapprove. And so, with
her suddenly grown children fleeing as she herself once did, Stuart leaves her hometown for the final time,
bidding good-bye to the cozy ideals invented for her by Louisa May Alcott so many years ago, which may or
may not ever have been based in redlity.
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From reader reviews:
Stephan Stephens:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Perfectly Miserable: Guilt, God
and Real Estatein a Small Town that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man
or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So, for al of you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Perfectly Miserable: Guilt, God and Real Estatein a
Small Town become your personal starter.

Susan Rooks:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Perfectly Miserable: Guilt,
God and Real Estate in a Small Town which is obtaining the e-book version. So, try out this book? Let's see.

M elissa Peter son:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This Perfectly Miserable: Guilt, God and Real Estate
ina Small Town can give you alot of buddies because by you taking alook at this one book you have issue
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Perfectly
Miserable: Guilt, God and Real Estate in a Small Town.

Peter Christensen:

Aswe know that book isvital thing to add our know-how for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we would like. A book isarange of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book Perfectly Miserable: Guilt, God and Real Estate in a Small Town was filled about
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different
feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy toread ae-
book. In the modern eralike at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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